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Animals in Europe 

Environment Commissioner Stav-
ros Dimas has committed to 
strengthening the role of the Euro-
pean Centre for the Validation of 
Alternative Methods (ECVAM) to 
help develop more alternatives to 
animal testing. The Commissioner 

made the pledge during a talk 
about the challenges of revising 
animal experimentation directive 
86/609/EEC at a working group of 
the EP Intergroup on the welfare 
and conservation of animals. 
 
Mr Dimas said in his speech that 
the Commission recognised re-
placing animal testing with alterna-
tive methods as a clear priority.  
 
The Commissioner added the pro-
posal would also include stricter 
conditions for the use of non-
human primates. MEPs have been 
calling for their use to be phased 
out. 
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Agreement on PPPAgreement on PPPAgreement on PPPAgreement on PPP    
�
The Council has reached political 
agreement on the regulation on the 
placing on the market of plant pro-
tection products. These chemicals 
are used to kill pests and protect 
plants and are tested on animals. 
The Council has taken up minimal 
animal welfare amendments de-
spite the Parliament adopting many 
amendments (which the Commis-
sion supports) promoting alterna-
tive methods to animal testing and 
calling for mandatory data sharing 
to avoid duplicate animal testing. 
Eurogroup is calling for these 
amendments to be included. The 
Council text will be adopted as a 
common position and is expected 
to be handed over to the EP in 
September for second reading. 
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Citizens from all over Europe dem-
onstrated outside the offices of the 
European Commission to call for a 
comprehensive EU ban on the 
trade in seal products. Organised 
by the International Fund for Animal 
Welfare (IFAW), Humane Society 
International (HSI), GAIA and Euro-
group for Animals, and supported 
by more than 50 other animal wel-
fare organisations, the peaceful 
demonstration attracted people 
from across the European Union 
and beyond. MEPs also came on 
stage to talk about why they sup-
ported a robust and comprehen-
sive trade ban across the EU. 
 
Sonja Van Tichelen, director of Eu-
rogroup for Animals, said: “The fact 
that people turned up in such large 
numbers from all over the EU for 

today’s demonstration, shows the 
strength of feeling against the seal 
hunt. European citizens are not 
willing to support this deadly trade.” 
 
The Commission is expected to 
publish a proposal on a possible 
ban this summer. A ban on seal 
products is widely supported by 

European parliamentarians. In 2006 
425 MEPs signed a resolution to 
urge the Commission to ban the 
trade in seal products. Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Croatia, Slovenia, the 
US and Mexico have already 
banned seal products, while Ger-
many and Italy are planning a ban. 
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Technician assessing health status of mice involved 
in the breeding of transgenic mice, August 2000. 
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For more information, MEPs can call  
Andreas Erler on 02 74 00 891 or email him on 

a.erler@eurogroupforanimals.org  
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World-renowned primatologist Dr 
Jane Goodall has urged the Euro-
pean Union to end the use of ani-
mal testing in scientific research. 
Dr Goodall, who conducted 
ground-breaking research on 
chimpanzees, met with legislators 
to ask them to do more to encour-
age the development of alterna-
tives. 

She said: “I have been fortunate to 
study chimpanzees, our closest 
living relatives. They teach us that 
there is no sharp line between us 
and other animals. We belittle our-
selves if we inflict pain and suffer-
ing on other thinking, feeling be-
ings.” 
 
Dr Goodall made the appeal in 
Brussels where she received an 
award from Eurogroup for Animals 
in recognition of her outstanding 
service to animal welfare.  
 
She launched the Jane Goodall 
Institute in 1977, which today is a 
global leader in the effort to protect 
chimpanzees and their habitats.  

conclusions into consideration 
when revising the slaughter direc-
tive. 
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The Parliament’s Agriculture Com-
mittee adopted on 25 June a mo-
tion for resolution calling for a ban 
on the trade and import of prod-
ucts from cloned animals. The mo-
tion is an initiative of members of 
the Intergroup for the welfare and 
conservation of animals. The next 
step will be adoption in Plenary, 
which is likely to take place this 
summer. 
 

Eurogroup for Animals opposes 
cloning for food as it is a wasteful 
process that inflicts suffering on 
animals at every stage.  
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Denmark has been refused per-
mission to let indigenous fishermen 
in Greenland kill 10 humpbacks a 
year. The International Whaling 
Commission made the decision 
during its annual conference in 
Chile, which ended on 27 June. 
The EU delegation lobbied for the 
protection of the world’s whale 
populations. The Commission also 
decided to create a working group 
to find consensus on controversial 
issues such as whether to allow 
commercial whaling again and 
whether to create a whale sanctu-
ary in the South Atlantic. 
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The Commission has vowed to 
press through its proposal to 
authorise the chemical treatment 
of poultry despite opposition from 
member states. Health Commis-
sioner Androulla Vassiliou con-
firmed the proposal would soon be 
transmitted to the Council, which 
will have three months to clarify the 
member states’ positions. It will 
come back to the Commission if a 
qualified majority of member states 
blocks the dossier. 
 

The European Parliament has al-
ready adopted a resolution, which 
voices its disapproval for the pro-
posal and calls on the Council to 
reject it. The US has been pushing 
for the ban on chemical treatment 
of poultry to be lifted as the coun-
try feels it is unfair on American 
companies, which do use the 
method. 
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A technical consultation has been 
launched online to help prepare 
new legislation on the transport of 
animals. DG Sanco has given 
transporters and animal experts  
until 7 August to comment. After 
that the results will be fed into the 
impact assessment currently being 
conducted. It is also possible that 

there will be a public consultation 
at a later stage. 
 

Eurogroup for Animals is encour-
aging the Commission to have ani-
mals slaughtered as close as pos-
sible to the place of rearing to mini-
mise their suffering. It is also calling 
for limits on journey times and 
stocking densities. 
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The Food and Veterinary Office is 
calling for more emphasis on ani-
mal welfare in a report that will be 
used by the Commission to revise 
the slaughter directive. In the re-
port the FVO discusses a series of 
missions carried out in seven 
member states in 2006-07 to 
evaluate animal welfare controls at 
the time of slaughter.  

The report recommends that ani-
mal welfare should be considered 
more in the training of slaughter-
house staff, in the development of 
equipment by manufacturers, and 
in the assessment of killing for dis-
ease control purposes. The Com-
mission is expected to take these 
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Alternatives to the killing of one-day-old  
male chicks 
Prof. Dr. Maria Krautwald-Junghanns,  
Head of the Birds and Reptiles Clinic,  
University of Leipzig  
 

Male calves of the dairy cows industry  
Ms Carol McKenna, Secretariat of the  
Beyond Calf Exports Forum 
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