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Commission proposals on how to 
revise the directive on animal ex-
periments are likely to be pub-
lished at the beginning of next 
month. 
 
Environment commissioner Stav-
ros Dimas made the announce-

ment during a 
hearing on 
alternatives to 
animal testing 
at the Euro-
pean Parlia-
ment.  
 
He also used 
the occasion 
to plea for a 

ban on all wild-caught animals, 
and to say he would oppose the 
use of great apes in tests, apart 
from those aimed at conserving 
the species.  
 
“Further efforts should be made 
towards reducing the need to re-
sort to testing on non-human pri-
mates,” he added. 
 
The hearing on alternatives to ani-
mal tests was co-hosted by ani-
mal welfare organisation Euro-
group for Animals. Director Sonja 
Van Tichelen argued in favour of a 
concrete timetable to phase out 
animal tests in the EU at the hear-
ing. 
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A hearing to confirm the new 
health commissioner will be held in 
the Parliament next month. 
 
Markos Kyprianou resigned as 
health commissioner to become 
Cyprus’ new foreign minister and 
will be replaced by Androula Vas-
siliou. 
 
Kyprianou, who was also responsi-
ble for animal health and welfare, 
was committed to improving con-
ditions for animals.  
 
His successor Vassiliou is a lawyer 
and a former health minister in Cy-
prus. She has been very active on 
the environment and human rights. 
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The Parliamentary Intergroup on 
Animal Welfare is calling for the 
European Union to ban cloning of 
animals for food. Members signed 
a motion for a resolution to be pre-
sented to Parliament at their latest 
meeting in Strasbourg. The text 
urges the European Commission 
to prohibit cloning of animals for 
food and any products from cloned 
animals and their offspring. 
 
Meanwhile a coalition of 20 organi-
sations representing anything from 
farmers to scientists and consum-
ers has written to the president of 
the Commission, Barroso, to argue 
in favour of a ban on animal clon-
ing for food. The open letter was 

initiated by Eurogroup for Animals, 
which considers cloning to be a 
wasteful process that inflicts pain 
and harm to animals at every 
stage. 

The results of a Eurobarometer on 
cloning will be published in the 
second half of the year, after which 
the Commission should announce 
whether to go ahead with a ban. 

Animals such as cows are already being cloned for commercial purpose 
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A global campaign has been 
launched to call attention to how 
animals suffer during long-distance 
transports. The Handle With Care 
campaign shows the grim condi-
tions with the help of undercover 
footage shot over two years.  
 
Animals should be slaughtered as 
close as possible to where they 
were reared and their chilled and 
frozen meat can be safely trans-
ported. However, many traders 
still insist on unnecessarily trans-
porting live animals hundreds of 
miles.  
 
The Handle With Care coalition is 
led by the World Society for the 
Protection of Animals and includes 

animal welfare organisations such 
as Eurogroup for Animals.  
 
Eurogroup is pushing the Euro-
pean Union to adopt an eight-hour 
limit on transporting live animals to 
reduce their suffering. 
 
For more information on the campaign,  
visit:  www.handlewithcare.tv 

warded a draft proposal for one to 
the Commission, while Austria and 
Italy are expected to follow suit. 
 

The Commission is still considering 
whether to go ahead with an Euro-
pean-wide ban on seal products. It 
commissioned an external report 
on the socio-economic impact of a 
possible ban, which will be pub-
lished later this month. 
 

DG environment held a public con-
sultation on seal hunting which 
closed on 13 February. Eurogroup 
supports IFAW’s call for an EU-
wide ban, and has a briefing on 
seals on its website:  
www.eurogroupforanimals.org 
 

EFSA already stated in its report 
on seal hunts that effective killing 
does not always take place, and 
that some seals may be moved or 
skinned whilst still conscious. 
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More than half of pig farmers in the 
Netherlands failed to meet require-
ments for the animals’ welfare in 
2006, the government has admit-
ted. 

There were significantly more 
breaches in 2006 (55%) than in the 
year before (34%).  
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Animals will be given better protec-
tion in Bulgaria after the parliament 
adopted the country’s first-ever 
animal protection law. This means 
there are now clear guidelines for 
how animals should be treated.  
 

The law outlaws practices such as 
dog fighting, sexual abuse, and 
injuring and hurting animals during 
film making. Anyone convicted of 
serious cruelty to an animal faces 
having to pay a hefty fine of up to 
1,000 leva. 
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Eurogroup has produced a memo-
randum to help the Slovenians and 
the French tackle animal welfare 
during their presidencies this year. 
The document lists what the priori-
ties are and what action needs to 
be taken. Amongst others it calls 
for a ban on animal cloning for 
food production, asks that lab ani-
mals are better protected, and that 
the ban on battery cages for laying 
hens from 2012 be kept. Euro-
group has already met the Slove-
nian and French permanent repre-
sentations to discuss it. 
 
The memorandum is available on re-
quest by writing to: 
info@eurogroupforanimals.org 
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A briefing has been produced to 
help the Commission draft an ac-
tion plan for the EU’s new Animal 
Health Strategy. The Commission 
published the strategy last year 
and aims to produce an action 
plan by September. To assist this 
process, Eurogroup has written a 
briefing on what the priorities 
should be. This includes reducing 
the duration and frequency of live-
stock transports, introducing 
measures to reduce health risks 
linked to the import of wild ani-
mals, and developing a universal 
system to electronically identify 
cats and dogs.  
    

Polish MEP Janucz Wojciechowski 
has produced a draft report on the 
strategy, which will be adopted in 
committee on 1 April and in ple-
nary on 22 April. Meanwhile the 
Commission will hold another 
working group for stakeholders in 
May. 
 
The briefing on the action plan can be 
read on www.eurogroupforanimals.org  
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Member states are increasingly 
considering a national ban on all 
seal products. Germany has for-
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Animals to help MEPs and interna-
tional institutions keep abreast of 
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welfare within the European Union. 


